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Erica Crider and Paul Chambers hang out in Paul’s room on Tuesday as they surf Facebook and play video games waiting for school to end.
  PHOTO BY MATT RAHNER



I hypothesize that you found a 
place to work on your photography 
and story telling skills this week.

In that place you found a 
situation. Now you seek a story that 
may have a beginning, middle and 
end.

As a photographer you found 
something visually exciting that made 
you want to work there for three days.

7KHUH�\RX�PD\�DOVR�ÀQG�D�
difference between situation and 
story. That happens. From what you 
saw and what you heard, something 
intrigued you. Your mind told you, 
there’s sustenance here.

An eon or so ago on this earth a 
caveman found a similar situation. 
After a day of hunting, he took the 
EXUQW�HQG�RI�D�VWLFN�IURP�WKH�ÀUH�DQG�
drew bison images on the wall.

Oh, my academic mind strays. Get 
back to MPW Cuba2016.

My laptop cave wall allows me a 
“do-over.”

You’re in a situation, trying to 
ÀQG�D�VWRU\��$V�D�SKRWRJUDSKHU�\RX�
saw images you must record. Now we 
ask that you become a photojournalist 
who hears words and makes images 
for a story.

Suddenly this went more 
complicated than you thought.

Humor your faculty and start over 
with that tiny group of paragraphs 
that will make sense to an audience.

Already some photographers 
have discovered they jumped to 
conclusions not supported by facts. 

Happens all the time. Our human 
brains trick us. Now you must tell 
your brain to stop that. Let’s do more 
research.

Years ago, then MPW Co-Director 
Bill Kuykendall and I proposed a 
VFLHQWLÀF�DSSURDFK�

•A scientist observes a problem 
then forms a hypothesis about the 
truth.

•With tests, not one, but many, the 
scientist tests the hypothesis.

This isn’t fast. With repeated tries 
it gives more reliable results. That’s 
better than jumping to conclusions.

7KLV�LVQ·W�D�QHZ�LGHD��$ULVWRWOH�WKH�
Greek philosopher started us down 
a path to science about 400 B.C. 
Instead of accepting myths, from the 
gods, he did things differently. He 
observed the world and wrote about 
his understanding for others. (A new 
book, The Lagoon: How Aristotle 
Invented Science,  postulates that 
Aristotle gazed into a  swamp all 
summer and that he then described 
everything he saw in detail. This 
was the start of the science known as 
Natural History.)

OK, Duane, back to Cuba68. Get 
real. The workshoppers’ job is to look 
into Lagoon Cuba to record what you 
see.

You’re a scientist. Test the 

K\SRWKHVLV�RI�\RXU�ÀUVW�LPSUHVVLRQ�
Intuition can fool us. Remember 

the story of the blind men who 
described an elephant? Each “saw” 
something different with their hands. 
Tails aren’t trunks. And a leg isn’t a 
tree trunk. It depends on the point of 
view you bring.

$V�D�VFLHQWLÀF�SKRWRMRXUQDOLVW��
dismiss false ideas you brought to 
your situation. Start fresh. Look AND 
listen. There is a story right there 
where you are searching. Slow down 
and quit jumping to conclusions.

Here’s a book for winter reading. 
Get Daniel Kahneman’s Thinking, 
Fast and Slow. It’s a 500-page slog 
by a Nobel psychological economist 
and warns of hazards of fast thinking. 
Often we follow intuition and jump 
to conclusions. We don’t take time 
to think slow. That involves research 
data, statistics and a bunch of brain-
numbing work.

Recall the Trump/Clinton TV 
GHEDWH��'LG�\RX�VHH�LQWXLWLRQ�YV��
analysis? I hypothesize people prefer 
intuition. People see analysis as 
borrrrring! 

For eons myths won. Our job as 
SKRWRMRXUQDOLVWV�ZLOO�EH��´6KRZ�7UXWK�
with a Camera.”

Aristotle would’ve done that if 
he’d had a Nikon. 

$ULVWRWOH�ZRXOG·YH�KDG�D�1LNRQ
Musings and Insights at MPW68

“Slow down and quit 
jumping to conclusions.”

- 'XDQH�'DLOH\

by Duane Dailey



Residents talk of past and present interactions with photographers
Cuba’s notorious photo encounters

by Davis Winborne
and Kelsey Walling 

When 82 photographers, faculty 
and crew from around the world show 
up to a town with a population of 
3,369 there’s a chance the residents 
might notice a difference.  

“As a business owner, this is 
making a big impact,” Frisco’s Bar 
& Grill owner Ben White said. “We 
want people to love what we have 
in our special town.” Frisco’s was 
the site of Sunday night’s welcome 
dinner.

“It’s exciting to have a little more 
energy around,” Linda Donahue said 
IURP�WKH�VDOHV�ÁRRU�RI�+D\HV�6KRH�
Store. “I think we’ve maintained 
an active small town and I want 
everyone to see that we are all a big 
family.”  

Erik Lowes, who created Lowes 
Landscaping at the age of 13, 
thinks the workshop will refresh his 
hometown.

“So many of us take Cuba for 
granted and usually see everything 
as boring and plain,” Lowes said. 
“Everyone lives in their own box and 
they don’t realize that they have a 
story.”

Lowes explains that there are 
some people who are not fans of the 
photographers walking around town.

“There are always those people 
who don’t like the publicity and 
KRRSOD�µ�/RZHV�VDLG��+H�KDV�KHDUG�

from some residents who don’t 
understand the point of the workshop 
and wonder why photographers want 
to invade people’s privacy. 

´+RZHYHU��PRVW�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�
I’ve heard from people have been 
positive,” he said.

Ashley Pitts, an employee at 
Meramac Package Liquor, said she 
likes the idea of the people in her 
town getting the attention.

“I really think it’s neat that all 
these photographers are working so 
hard to feature the people in Cuba,” 
Pitts said. 

As it would turn out, photography 
and the town of Cuba collided once 
before, resulting in an infamous piece 
of local lore that is memorialized 
in a mural on the Cuba Free-Press 
building. 

“Bette Davis came to town when 
Cuba was a hoppin’ place,” said 
Three Rivers Publishing composition 
coordinator Tracy Brandenburger 
Miller.

 In 1948, Cuba Free Press 
photographer Wilbur Vaughn took a 

picture of Davis as she was leaving 
WKH�6RXWKHUQ�+RWHO��'DYLV·�KXVEDQG�
became irate and chased Vaughn 
down the block before falling in the 
mud. The story of the incident and 
its mural have helped bring travelers 
from all over the world off of Route 
66, Brandenburger Miller said. 

Artist Ray Harvey’s mural commemorating Bette Davis’ infamous visit to Cuba, MO adorns the front of the Cuba Free Press building.

Photo by Kelsey Walling
Linda Donahue works at Hayes Shoe Store.

Photo by Davis Winborne
The Cuba Free Press displays a newspaper depicting the original headline of Davis’ visit.



(ULF�6HDOV�KDV�OHDUQHG�ÀUVW�KDQG�
DERXW�WKH�GDQJHUV�RI�SUHFRQFHSWLRQV��
:KHQ�6HDOV�ZDV�D�ZRUNVKRS�
SKRWRJUDSKHU�DW�03:���LQ�
:DVKLQJWRQ��0R���KH�SLWFKHG�D�VWRU\�
DERXW�DQ�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�ZRPDQ�
OLYLQJ�LQ�D�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�ZKLWH�
WRZQ��7KH�VWRU\�ZDV�DSSURYHG��$V�
KH�SKRWRJUDSKHG��6HDOV�GLVFRYHUHG�D�
SHUVRQ�FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�ZKR�
KH�WKRXJKW�VKH�ZDV�

7KDW�OHVVRQ�UHYHUEHUDWHV�LQ�(ULF�
6HDOV·�ÀUVW�\HDU�DV�DQ�03:�IDFXOW\�
PHPEHU��/RLV�5DLPRQGR��03:�
������������������������������������
����LV�KLV�SDUWQHU�RQ�7HDP�&OLII�
DQG�9L��+H�EULQJV�KLV�SKRWR�DQG�
YLGHR�H[SHULHQFH�IURP�WKH�'HWURLW�
)UHH�3UHVV��D�QHZVURRP�ZKHUH�KH�

KDG�GUHDPHG�RI�ZRUNLQJ�VLQFH�KH�
ÀUVW�VXEPLWWHG�SKRWRV�WR�WKHP�DV�D�
FROOHJH�VWXGHQW��,Q������KH�DGGHG�
WKH�WLWOH�RI�YLGHR�MRXUQDOLVW�WR�KLV�
SRVLWLRQ�DW�WKH�)UHH�3UHVV��D�MRXUQH\�
ZKLFK�KH�KDV�IRXQG�FKDOOHQJLQJ�DQG�
LQWHUHVWLQJ��+H�UHJXODUO\�FRUUHVSRQGV�
ZLWK�SURGXFHUV�ZKRVH�ZRUN�KH�ÀQGV�
LQVSLULQJ��DFWLYHO\�VHHNLQJ�FULWLTXHV�
IURP�WKHP�VR�KH�FDQ�UHDFK�IRU�WKH�
KLJK�EDU�KH�VHWV�IRU�KLPVHOI��7KDW�
EDU�LV�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�DOZD\V�RXW�RI�
UHDFK��6HDOV�NHHSV�PRYLQJ�WKDW�EDU�
VR�KH�ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�JURZLQJ��7KLV�
LV�D�SKLORVRSK\�KH�UHFRPPHQGV�WR�
HYHU\RQH�

´,�ZDV�KRQRUHG�WR�EH�DVNHG��
HVSHFLDOO\�DV�D�0LVVRXUL�DOXP�DQG�D�
VKRRWHU�DW�WKH�ZRUNVKRS�µ�6HDOV�VDLG�
DERXW�EHLQJ�RQ�WKH�IDFXOW\�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�

WLPH��´$QG�,�ZDV�VR�H[FLWHG�WR�FRPH�
,�XVHG�YDFDWLRQ�WLPH�µ��+H�KDV�SOHQW\�
RI�YDFDWLRQ�WLPH�WR�VSHQG�KRZHYHU��
VLQFH�KH�UHFHLYHV�VHYHUDO�ZHHNV�PRUH�
YDFDWLRQ�WLPH�SHU�\HDU�WKDQ�KLV�ZLIH�

´,W·V�VXUUHDO�EHLQJ�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�
VLGH�RI�WKH�WDEOH�ZLWK�SHRSOH�,�KDYH�
ORRNHG�XS�WR�IRU�WZHQW\�\HDUV�µ�
6HDOV�VDLG�DERXW�EHFRPLQJ�IDFXOW\��
%DFN�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�D�VWXGHQW�DW�08�
KH�ORRNHG�XS�WR�SKRWRJUDSKHUV�OLNH�
0HOLVVD�)DUORZ��03:����������������
����������������������������������DQG�
.LP�.RPHQLFK��03:���������������
�������DQG�QRZ�KH�VLWV�QH[W�WR�WKHP�
DQG�WDONV�WR�WKHP�DV�HTXDOV���

´+H�EULQJV�D�GLVWLQFWLYH�
FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�VWLOO�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�
D�ORYH�IRU�YLGHR�DQG�UHODWHV�WR�WKH�
FXUUHQW�WUHQGV�LQ�SKRWRMRXUQDOLVP�µ�
VDLG�03:�FR�GLUHFWRU�'DYLG�5HHV��

/RRNLQJ�EDFN�RQ�KLV�WLPH�DV�
D�VKRRWHU�KLV�DGYLFH�WR�ZRUNVKRS�
SKRWRJUDSKHUV�LV�WR�SXVK�\RXUVHOI��

´<RX�DUH�JHWWLQJ�FORVH�WR�EHLQJ�LQ�
WKH�KRPH�VWUHWFK��1RZ�LV�WKH�WLPH�WR�
SXVK�ERWK�ZKDW·V�LQ�\RXU�YLHZÀQGHU�
DQG�WKH�KROHV�LQ�\RXU�VWRU\�µ�KH�VD\V��
$QG�KH�VD\V�KH�WKULYHV�RQ�EHLQJ�DW�WKH�
ZRUNVKRS��

´,�JHW�VR�H[FLWHG�WR�EH�KHUH��LW·V�
DQ�DGUHQDOLQH�UXVK�DQG�D�NLFN�LQ�WKH�
SDQWV�µ�6HDOV�VDLG��+H�ERWWOHV�XS�WKDW�
NLQG�RI�HQHUJ\�LQ�KLV�KHDG�DQG�XVHV�
LW�LQ�KLV�RZQ�ZRUN�ZKHQHYHU�KH�JHWV�
VWXFN�DQG�LV�KDYLQJ�D�KDUG�WLPH�

´5HPHPEHU�WKDW�RQFH�WKH�
ZRUNVKRS�LV�RYHU��GRQ·W�SXW�\RXU�
QRWHV�DZD\�µ�+H�VDLG��´*R�RXW�DQG�
GHYHORS�\RXU�RZQ�VWRU\�DQG�ZRUN�RQ�
LW�µ
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Photo by Michael Cali
Eric Seals talks about his work at the Detroit Free Press and the power of being part of a community that 
feels ownership over its local newspaper.


